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Explicif disorder is not only permitted to Whites, it is an essential element of @ White

public persona. To be White is to collude in these practices, or to risk censure as havinj no

sense of humor or Lein7 politically correct. (H]” |998)
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In an ever-expanding technolog&ié} world where being a social media influencer is a
“thing” typically predicated on“oing viral, how does language play a part in platforms
that uplift 30-second dance videos, reality-tv snippets, and trauma porn ranging from
homicide to violent accidents? Within the confines of the comment section, one will find
a plethora of antagonistic proponents for prescriptive grammar, screaming at the top of
their keyboards the difference between ‘their’ and ‘there’ while using AAVE incorrectly,
and white washing it by calling it “internet speak.” It makes no sense that ‘to’ and
‘too’ must be spelled correctly for the online grammar gods, but AAVE, mistakenly
labeled a language constructed just for the world-wide web, can be used loosely and
poorly. “Onna”, and “finna”, can sound off to some (even uneducated), yet “facts”
(usually followed by the emoji), and “periodt” are casually used. All terms fall under
the umbrella of AAVE, but because the first two terms are morphologically “incorrect”
contractions, the latter two have been more publicly accepted even when used
incorrectly. What’s most frustrating about the pursuit for perfect punctuation in posts
ranging from petty celeb gossip, and pressing subjects such as war crimes, is the
constant invalidation of the importance of social media. If social media is so
unimportant, with accounts commenting “I’'m not going to argue with someone on the
internet,” then why the constant push for grammatically correct content? We’ve been
plagued by the need to properly pronounce French terms, yet the misuse of AAVE can exist
alongside of it. Have a BIPOC stray away from prescriptive grammar, miss an Oxford comma
here or there, their intelligence comes under fire. We are not afforded the opportunity
to speak or write with flair, while for others it’s considered necessary in order to be
hip and “with the times.” The times are bringing about unwanted change through a medium
that’s not going anywhere. Social media is providing a space for the underrepresented
and misrepresented, as well as for bigots, but the point being is that people are no
longer constrained by the grammatical rules of essays, resumes, cover letters, or any
other forms of formal writing and THIS is pissing people off; social media is lax enough
to embrace a multitude of voices, but not restrictive enough so that those voices can be
policed. If AAVE doesn’t belong in the classroom, then the classroom does not belong on
social media. Think about this when you want to correct someone’s misspelling of a I
homophone in the comment section. LOL.

Social media ie approachable to most people with a bagic
understanding of a emartphone, <o thig hag allowed people of
ifferent qgeq and literacy levels to access it, but the
ofi@Hinte of the claseroom are efil prevalent throughout the
compmerit gection and beyond. All of ug in our pod have
encountered being corrected or migunderstood, been geen ag
not enough or lesg than, but through these moments of having
otherg police our being we’ve been made privy to their
ighorance. Thege glivers of supposed intelligence pushed upon
ug have left ug with a thirgt for change. We demand a
clageroom, an education, and a comment gection which allows
US “explicit digorder.”



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yMU8TSeko3-ml7NUG5DlMnU3QV5F0WoN/view?usp=sharing
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Spenﬁinj 7ood Enj/ish is usually associated with d
/7000( accent. As a South Asian non-native" spenéer and
teacher of the Enj/ish L@njuaje, white students in my

// classroom have offen corrected my foreijn accent. |

/ have to e)(p/nin to them the various ways of ///
Pronouncinj the same words. [s deep-rooted British

En 9lish at ,:au/f?

"Read: non-native speakers of Enjlish as
international, novices in Enj/ish, non-
White or norAnj/o, have accents, are
@ incomprehensible (Shuck’s “Some
(@ Components of Native/Nonnative Dichotomy,

A04)

Gail Shuck (2006) states it is “not only race but also national origin [that]
is semiotically linked to nativeness in English” (264).

clicking
different
pictures/links to
interact with
our zine!

The idea of hai/inj from the [ndian land of masalas, butter
chicoéen, m\ol 7oja is e)(o'/‘icileol, 70‘ m7 non-naﬁve accenf is
connected with a non-whiteness /c«dinj to stereotypes about
my identity. The control of /m\juaje in education regers to the

pre::onceived notions about how even in /earnin7 spaces a

[N

certain accent becomes fnrjefed, even fhoujh that accent \

comes from an eolucafor.

“Firangli Rang Barangi (Hindi for
‘Colourful Stranger’) explores
the relationship between
identity, dress and hybridity.
Combining North American street
style with Indian textiles,
garments and jewellery, this
series re-imagines identity
across borders.”

— Meera Sethi
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Mock Spanish " is a term coined by prominent. anthropologist,
Jare Hil that “incorporates Spanish-language materiaks into

Englsh in order to create a jocular or pejorative key” (Hil 682)
This type of language ridcule was at its peak during the 19905

and early 2000s, with an example being Hasta La Vista Baby' [ : ;‘fisstt% ‘
from The Terminator franchise. Hil explains that, “Whie Puerto fe baby! (i

Ricans are extremely seff-conscious about their “Spanish accents ,“
in Englsh, heawy English “accents” in Spanish are. perfectly
acceptable for Whites, even when Spanish speakers experience

them as ‘lke a fingernail on the blackboard™ (Hl, 6382) Mock

Spanish is an example of control within the media because it

reinforces the power imbalance between media professiondls and

Hispanic. immigrants, which then transcends to cologuidl lan@ua@e -
that is even used in poltical spaces 7

( Whlle ‘mock’ Spanlsh is less prevalent n Hollywood today than it was
°‘1n the 90s/2000s, its effects are still there. What makes it especially
+“harmful is how it diminishes and often dehumanizes what Hispanic
_immigrants have to say and the unique struggles they face as a
§community. In 2014, award-winning director Alejandro Gonzalez

"X“u [fiarritu claimed that big budget superhero movies, such as those from
sithe Marvel universe, were a form of “cultural genocide” due to their
glack of human connection and overexposure to plot and violence
(Variety article). Actor, Robert Downey Jr. who portrays Marvel
superhero Ironman, responded to Ifarritu’s claim by saying that “For
a man whose native tongue is Spanish to be able to put [ .
together a phrase like ‘cultural genocide’ just speaks to how |

bright he 1s” (Variety article). Although Downey Jr. did not use mock
Spanish to directly insult Ifarritu, he did use Spanish to make a point 38
about how Iﬁarritu’s intelligence is directly connected to his abilit to @&

i
i
ﬂ

critiques to his professwn

O



https://skynetsarmy.wordpress.com/2017/08/21/james-cameron-reveals-the-origin-of-hasta-la-vista-baby-in-terminator-2/.
https://variety.com/2022/film/news/alejandro-g-inarritu-robert-downey-jr-superhero-cultural-genocide-1235362143/
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Ultimately, mock Spm\ish is only one form of lm\zuaze
control within pop culture, and the truth is that stereotyped

and tropes are used against almost all minorities 'H\roujh
the media. [t is important to remember that of'/’en when a
character or individual is beinj ridiculed for their cultural
identity or /m\juaje skills, this is of'/’en a stereotype that
results in their dehumanization, and that we must learn to

Cojnize the humanity within one another.

v
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Do you&vén know

how smart | am'in'Spanish?
g



YW UAS LANGYVAGE
CENTRELLER YeUR LIFEY

"How do you spedk English so wel?” — |
have often been asked with
astonshment that how was my English
50 good” if | moved from India a few £
Years back.

NAL_N N N N\ N

I 7 274

Immigrating to this country at the age of four, meant
assimiating to a cutture | knew very little about, before |
could fully comprehend what | was giving up. As a result, |
spent much of my young adult life re-learning my mother
tongue and trying to regain some of that cuttural identity |
had lost. On the other hand, some of my famiy members

who had immigrated to the United States in the 1980s—

during the peak of anti-lranian sentiments—shied away from
teaching their chidren Persian, possbly to avoid facing the
same discrimination or ridicule they had faced. Utimately,
language control and cultural identity have been a give
and take for my community.



https://www.deborahstevenson.com/statement
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- My mom hag g’rrugg(ed with getting her cmzenghlp my whole ife}

""u,

Z':”,_-'Q = ﬁ | am 25 years old. “Er s o s

—====Qince ghe logt her * [egal etatug, ehe hag not been able to obtain a green
card or temporary regidency due to the barriers of English that
encapsulate the immigration process. She hag alwayg struggled with
<= anquage acquicition and ctill carries a thick “accent” when che gpeake,
/.’/”'degpn‘e coming to the US. 29 years ago. Thig situation ig not unique for
limmigrantg of the U.S. ag mogt USCIS forme are golely available in Engligh.

In addition, the U.S. Citizenship test ig seemingly not degigned for people

N0 immigrate here, tegting them on unfamiliar norme in an unfamiliar

“ lanquage. '
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PREANIVG ©F A WoRLD WHERE
LANRYAGE RELIN@QUISHES (TS
GCENURELs s
"the only way for bilingual education fo dismanfle
o acial inequities is by situating advocacy for These

x

aprograms within a comprehensive approach fo
— Rosa & Flores (2017) >

. .VAL
ireetings! Everyone settles in and there is free, unstructured play
1t Urban Cowgirl Ranch and Joaguin Miller Park

9:15 AM- MORNING MEETING

iter our bodies and chedk in with our friends about how
ev're feeling and what ideas they have for the day. The teacher

provides the day’s offering and we discuss current projects

Children are also invited to have snack at this time

DONT DIV
{DECOLONICES

Y/ = ]

9:45 AM- MORNING ADVENTURE
Ve explore the forest/ranch and connect with nature. This is also
the time that children choose from offerings such as story
warkshop, inquiry topics, and creating freedom fighter play:
Sometimes we will have music and movement offerings
12:00PM- AFTERNOON MEETING

iter our bodies, eat our lunch, and engage in dialogue about
veryone's adventures and projects.
12:30PM- NAP/REST
We set up tents and sleeping bags for quiet time nap/rest
listening to stories, and winding down.
1:00PM- AFTERNOCON WORK PERICD

roup projects, Math & literacy skills, Story workshop, freedom
fighter studies and other offerings geared toward our TK/K agex

3:00PM- CLOSING CIRCLE

We circle up and share reflections and gratitudes from our day

3:30PM- PICKUP


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OGvAmEdivXTz13nsmMxrAbw3fBxQxe61/view?usp=sharing

Sontag writes:

Why not eliminate schooling between age 12-167 It's biologically +
psychologically too turbulent a time to be cooped up inside, made
to sit all the time. During these years, kids would live communally
— doing some work, anyway being physically active, in the
countryside; learning about sex — free of their parents. Those four
‘missing’ years of school could be added on, at a much later age.
At, say, age 50-54 everyone would have to go back to school. (One
could get a deferment for a few years, in special cases, if one was
in a special work or creative project that couldn’t be broken off.) In
this 50-54 schooling, have strong pressure to learn a new job or
profession — plus liberal arts stuff, general science (ecology,
biology), and language skills.

This simple change in the age specificity of schooling would a)
reduce adolescent discontent, anomie, boredom, neurosis; b)
radically modify the almost inevitable process by which people at
50 are psychologically and intellectually ossified — have become
increasingly conservative, politically — and retrograde in their
tastes (Neil Simon plays, etc.)

There would no longer be one huge generation gap (war), between
the young and the not young — but 5 or 6 generation gaps, each
much less severe.

After all, since most people from now on are going to live to be 70,
75, 80, why should all their schooling be bunched together in the
first 1/3 or 1/4 of their lives — so that it's downhill all the way

Early schooling — age 6-12 — would be intensive language skills,
basic science, civics, the arts.

—As Consciousness Is Harnessed to Flesh: Journals
and Notebooks, 1964-1980 by Susan Sontag

EDUCATION SYSTE



https://www.themarginalian.org/2013/02/01/susan-sontag-on-education/
https://assets.change.org/photos/5/ft/ee/UnFTeEJuRTCfkcN-800x450-noPad.jpg?1519072940

| |n favor of bettering ifts community, not on “correctness’, nor §
( \Fuehng an mdusT ry of academia. Some work is being olreodq

enT ering Black Liberafion as ifs core mission: k 4
" At Forest Freedom SChool we view the ch||d as o vvhole X

ﬁa_— ~—

In schools, Ionguoge should be cormdered a fool oF
empowerment, focusing on ways To advocate for yourself and g
communicate 1o get your needs, rather than a fool seen as onlq
helpful in school and through college to write essays and "2
complete assignments. With A-12 education leading the way, ¥ . "’ %
w2 coleges must consider Their understanding of education and fhe '/z
N “educated”. Colleges must be student and humoﬁq centfered, 9@
[ building The shllls and inferests of individuals "
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http://abundantbeginnings.org/school
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